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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 were presented in Instant Application filed 1/15/2002. Claims 1-18 were rejected in 
Office Action dated 9/7/2005. Claims 1-18 are presented for reevaluation of patentability, in reply to 
Office Action, dated 11/7/2005. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claim 1-18 have been considered but are moot in view of the 

new ground(s) of rejection as necessitated by amendment. 

( 

Response: Objections 

3. The Examiner thanks the Applicant for correcting the Abstract and Figure 3. The Objections have 
been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims under 

35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was commonly 

owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. 

Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of 

each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the 

examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior 

art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klein (US 6,709,330), 
and further in view of O'Shaughnessy ("OS") (US 6,484,151). 
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As per amended claim 1, Klein discloses a system for simulating trading of financial assets having a 
computer (col.: 22 lines: 40-47), software executing on said computer for displaying a first time 
interval and a first corresponding price of a plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 7 
lines: 48-56 , Figure 6 options detail and equity detail), software executing on said computer for 
receiving an indication of a decision to trade (Figure 7, col 8 In 28-30), software executing on said 
computer for simulating the trade (col.: 1 lines: 11-15, col.: 15 lines: 51-52), software executing on 
said computer for repeatedly displaying a next time interval and a next corresponding price of the 
plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 7 lines: 48-56, col.: 4 lines: 61-63, Figure 
6 options detail and equity detail), software executing on said computer for repeatedly receiving 
indications of decisions to trade based upon said next time interval and said next corresponding price of 
the plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 15 lines: 34-39), and software executing 
on said computer for repeatedly simulating trades based upon said repeatedly received indications of 
decisions to trade (col.: 15 lines: 51-52). Klein however does not explicitly mention that his historical 
data contains at least some of said plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices being based on 
actual historical data. O'Shaughnessy ("OS") however discloses a stock simulation system having the 
said feature (col: 3 line: 6-17). It would have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill at the time of 
Applicant's invention to combine the two references in order to test an individuals trading strategy 
without incurring loss of assets (OS: col: 4 line: 50-52). 

As per claim 2, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein some of said plurality of time 
intervals and corresponding prices are based on fictitious data (Figure 15 item 1510). 
As per claim 3, Klein discloses all limitations of claim 1. Klein does not however explicitly mention that 
the time and the corresponding prices are based solely on historical data. OS however discloses a stock 
simulation system having the said feature (col: 3 line: 6-17). It would have been obvious to an artisan 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the Applicant's invention to combine the two references in order 
to test an individuals trading strategy without incurring loss of assets (OS: col: 4 line: 50-52). 
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As per claim 4, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein said historical data is selected from 
the group consisting of news, stories, events, market performance, and combinations thereof (col.: 2 
lines: 7-13). 

As per claim 5, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of time intervals and 
corresponding prices are displayed graphically (Figure 12). 

As per claim 6, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, further comprising software executing on 
said computer for displaying a recommendation based upon the decisions to trade (col.: 16 lines: 16- 
23). 

As per claim 7, Klein discloses a computer system that displays a time intervals and the corresponding 
prices. Wherein the computer system receives a request to simulate, and simulates the trade. Wherein 
the requests and simulations occur repeatedly. Klein does not however substantially disclose that the 
computer evaluates performance compared to benchmarks. O'Shaughnessy however discloses an 
analogous system that discloses the limitations (col2 lines 62 to co!3 line 47, emphasis on col. 3 In 
34-39 and col. 3 In 8-9). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art <stock 
simulation / modeling > at the time of Applicant's invention to combine the features of the two references 
in order to allow the user to receive better feedback from his or her trading strategy. 
As per claim 8, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, further comprising software executing on 
said computer for providing a plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices for a portfolio of 
financial assets (col.: 2 lines: 14-20, Figure 12). 

As per claim 9, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, further comprising software executing on 
said computer for receiving indications of trades from a plurality of users (col.: 4 lines: 61-63, col.: 4 
lines: 64-66, col.: 4 lines: 38-44). 

As per claim 10, Klein discloses a system according to claim 9, further comprising software executing on 
said computer for evaluating performance as compared to other users (col.: 4 lines: 64-66). 
As per claim 11, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein the displayed time intervals and 
corresponding prices do not indicate their source of origin (col.: 12 lines: 20-31). 
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As per claim 12, Klein discloses a system according to claim 1, wherein the plurality of time intervals and 
corresponding prices are based upon randomly selected historical data (col.: 12 lines: 20-31, Figure 
15 item 1510). 

As per amended claim 13, Klein discloses a system for simulating trading of financial assets having a 
computer (col.: 22 lines: 40-47), software executing on said computer for receiving a request to 
display specified information (col.: 5 lines: 46-49), software executing on said computer for displaying 
a first time interval and a first corresponding price of a plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices 
(col.: 7 lines: 48-56 , Figure 6 options detail and equity detail), software executing on said 
computer for displaying specified information (col.: 5 lines: 46-49), software executing on said 
computer for receiving an indication of a decision to trade (Figure 7, col 8 In 28-30), software 
executing on said computer for simulating the trade (col.: 1 lines: 11-15, col.: 15 lines: 51-52), 
software executing on said computer for repeatedly displaying a next time interval and a next 
corresponding price of the plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 7 lines: 48-56, 
col.: 4 lines: 61-63, Figure 6 options detail and equity detail), software executing on said 
computer for repeatedly receiving indications of decisions to trade based upon said next time interval and 
said next corresponding price of the plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 15 lines: 
34-39), and software executing on said computer for repeatedly simulating trades based upon said 
repeatedly received indications of decisions to trade (col.: 15 lines: 51-52). Klein however does not 
explicitly mention that his historical data contains at least some of said plurality of time intervals and 
corresponding prices being based on actual historical data. OS however discloses a stock simulation 
system having the said feature (col: 3 line: 6-17). It would have been obvious to an artisan of 
ordinary skill at the time of Applicant's invention to combine the two references in order to test an 
individuals trading strategy without incurring loss of assets (OS: col: 4 line: 50-52). 
As per claim 14, Klein discloses a system according to claim 13, wherein said specified information is 
requested by a user (col. 5 lines 46-49, col.: 4 lines: 61-63, col.: 4 lines: 64-66, col.: 4 lines: 38- 
44). 
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As per claim 15, Klein discloses a system according to claim 13, wherein said specified information is 
selected from the group consisting of news, stories, events, market performance, a historical time period, 
and combinations thereof (col.: 2 lines: 7-13). 

As per claim 16, Klein discloses a method for providing a simulated trading environment for trading 
financial assets. The method has steps of providing a computer (coL: 22 lines: 40-47), displaying a 
time interval on said computer (col.: 7 lines: 48-56 , Figure 6 options detail and equity detail), 
displaying a price of a financial asset corresponding to said time interval (col.: 7 lines: 48-56 , Figure 
6 options detail and equity detail), receiving an indication to trade the financial asset (Figure 7, col 
8 In 28-30), simulating the trade according to said indication to trade (col.: 1 lines: 11-15, col.: 15 
lines: 51-52), repeatedly displaying a next time interval and a next corresponding price of a plurality of 
time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 7 lines: 48-56, col.: 4 lines: 61-63, Figure 6 options 
detail and equity detail), repeatedly receiving indications of decisions to trade based upon said next 
time interval and said next corresponding price (col.: 15 lines: 34-39), and repeatedly simulating 
trades based upon said repeatedly received indications of decisions to trade (col.: 15 lines: 51-52). ). 
Klein however does not explicitly mention that his historical data contains at least some of said plurality 
of time intervals and corresponding prices being based on actual historical data. OS however discloses a 
stock simulation system having the said feature (col: 3 line: 6-17). It would have been obvious to an 
artisan of ordinary skill at the time of Applicant's invention to combine the two references in order to test 
an individuals trading strategy without incurring loss of assets (OS: col: 4 line: 50-52). 
As per claim 17, Klein discloses a method according to claim 16, further comprising the step of receiving 
user specified information (col.5 lines 46-49). 

As per claim 18, Klein discloses a method according to claim 17, further comprising the step of displaying 
said user specified information (col.5 lines 46-49). 

5. Claims 1, 13 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klein (US 
6,709,330), and further in view of Applicants' admissions (background of invention). 
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As per amended claim 1, Klein discloses a system for simulating trading of financial assets having a 
computer (col.: 22 lines: 40-47), software executing on said computer for displaying a first time 
interval and a first corresponding price of a plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 7 
lines: 48-56 , Figure 6 options detail and equity detail), software executing on said computer for 
receiving an indication of a decision to trade (Figure 7, col 8 In 28-30), software executing on said 
computer for simulating the trade (col.: 1 lines: 11-15, col.: 15 lines: 51-52), software executing on 
said computer for repeatedly displaying a next time interval and a next corresponding price of the 
plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 7 lines: 48-56, col.: 4 lines: 61-63, Figure 
6 options detail and equity detail), software executing on said computer for repeatedly receiving 
indications of decisions to trade based upon said next time interval and said next corresponding price of 
the plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices (col.: 15 lines: 34-39), and software executing 
on said computer for repeatedly simulating trades based upon said repeatedly received indications of 
decisions to trade (col.: 15 lines: 51-52). Klein however does not explicitly mention that his historical 
data contains at least some of said plurality of time intervals and corresponding prices being based on 
actual historical data. Applicants' admit that the use of real historical data was known (para 4). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to combine the 
features of Klein with the features admitted to be known by the Applicants in order to allow for practice 
and sharpening of ones trading skills, as also admitted by Applicants (para 4). 

As per amended claim 13, note the rejection of claim 1 above. The Instant Claim is functionally 

equivalent to the above-rejected claim 1 but for: 

The system additionally is for receiving a request to display specified information and has 
software executing on said computer for displaying specified information (Klein: col.: 5 lines: 
46-49). 

As per amended claim 16, note the rejection of claims 1 and 13 above. The Instant Claim is functionally 
equivalent to the above-rejected claims and is therefore rejected under same prior-art teachings. 
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Conclusion 



6. All claims rejected. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of 
the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date 
of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing 
date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to David Silver whose telephone number is (571) 272-8634. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday thru Friday, 10am to 6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Kamini Shah can be reached on 571-272-2279. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). A /, 



ds 



David Silver 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2128 




